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Report of meeting held at School of Economic Science, 11 Mandeville Place, London W1U 3AJ
See: Notes of Open Research Group meeting on 13th June 2018: OpenResearchGroup-180613

Present: Mary, Ashburn, Ellena, Paul.  Apologies: Ahmet,  Bob, Dagem, Henry, Janos, John B, John 
Mc, Kyle, Lilias, Liz, Maya, Philip, Robin, Sandra, Steve, Trevor. 

Report on The Caribbean Libertarians – Ashburn has been deeply engaged in launching this new project 
based in Redbridge, but aiming to have a wider reach.  They are doing a weekly broadcast called “JustTruth” 
on a Monday, and have been invited to use venues owned by the Church of Scientology, and also a youth 
centre in Redbridge, free of charge.  Their mission statement includes:  campaigning and lobbying for member
representation in local and national government, in order to bring about change, providing legal support, 
educating in social, business and economic skills, engaging in social media, undertaking research and 
implementing solutions in discriminatory practices, preserving cultural and heritage sites, artifacts and 
customs, providing support and addressing  issues relating to child welfare, which is fairly wide.  Ashburn is 
working on a new website for the group, including their own logo – more next time.

Presentation on Lobbying:  by Ashburn – a presentation to educate the Caribbean Libertarians.  
Something has happened, and it upsets you, or the neighbourhood or environment in some way, and 
people are angry, so you want to respond to it.  This is part of democracy.  The purpose of Lobbying is
to let people in power know what you are thinking. We use that word in political circles, in day to day 
life we would call it nagging, its main purpose is to ask for change.  Ellena says the word comes from 
“the Lobby”.  You might want change of bye-laws, planning permission etc.  You want to have some 
form of change, to make a difference in the community, it might be asking for equality.  System 
Thinking:  what step do you need to take to lobby:  by communication, eg letter, email, as an 
individual, as a group, commercial or private interest, businesses do it, so why not community groups 
– it’s a powerful tool.  Focus on the area, develop a vision of the objective you are trying to achieve, 
needs the right information at the right time, and targeting the person who has the power to make the 
change, you have to make it easy for them to understand what you are saying. The objective is to 
make them see that your wish is the right path, so they will want to carry it out.  Who else are they 
listening to?  Can you recruit other people who are interested in the issue and lobby in a coordinated 
way.  Might offer different aspects of the same thing.  You need to fnd arguments to counter those put
forward by the opposition.  2014 Lobbying Act, offcial registrar.  The Lobbying industry, within 
parliament, is worth £2b a year, and is self-regulated.  We live in a democracy and we are asking for 
equality, but industrial companies lobby parliament, and the EU, but only 9% of groups lobby, eg the 
coal industry, anti-fracking.  The question is how do you access your MP, so you need a pressure 
group so they cannot ignore you.  You can also use the press, the media.  Paul says using membership 
organisations is more effective than just holding demonstrations, which they do their best to ignore, eg
Tony Blair ignoring 2m people marching against the War in Iraq – the impact dissipates if there is no 
direct way of channelling what is required.  Some demos are coalitions of several organisations.  
Shouting chants, going along the road can be totally ephemeral .  Approaching an MP, writing to an 
MP, seeing an MP, local constituency surgery to see your MP, need to let him know you are coming. 
Paul says, let your MP know you are representing a group in his constituency.  Mary says also, 
political parties ask members’ opinions.  It may be worth checking the views of the MP beforehand, 
what his experience of the issue is.  Be aware that if you are rich you have more of a say, so you need 
to be strategic in order to compete with them.  

MF/mf/180620 – see other information and links on:  http://globaltable.org.uk/wp/archives/7560 
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