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NOTES
for 13th June 2018

Report of meeting held at School of Economic Science, 11 Mandeville Place, London W1U 3AJ
See: Notes of Open Research Group meeting on 6th June 2018: OpenResearchGroup-180606

Report on fim “Demain” shown at HSCB on 8th June 2018: The film explorled a numbel orf 
ecorlorgical themes – I made these nortes whilst watching – but see morle details aborut the film orn: 
https://www.demain-iefim.com/en/fim 

• FOOD PRODUCTION: Detroit (USA) – population decline after folding of car industry, 
Incredible Edible Todmorden (Lancashire, UK), Normandy (France).  Understanding that big food 
producers don’t produce anything, they mostly distribute it, and we can achieve high productivity by 
organic farming – permaculture methods, and eating less meat, turning away from the oil industry. 

• ENERGY:  Climate change alters the water cycle of the earth, we are getting more concentrated 
precipitation, more dramatic weather, ecosystems can’t catch up.  We are in the 6th extinction event. 
Copenhagen and Rejkavic (Iceland), becoming fossil-fuel free.  Turning from coal factories into 
renewable sources, eg Wind, Water.  Good resources in many countries, eg Geothermal, in El 
Salvador, Kenya, Reunion France, inmates of local prison learning highly relevant skills, building 
solar panels (the sun doesn’t send a bill).  New power is distributed – lots of small players – this will 
overwhelm nuclear power plants.  Cars heavier than people, high cost of electricity to fuel screens, 
etc, renewable resources bring the cost down.   NB Texas has more wind turbines than any other state.

• TRANSPORT: Copenhagen,  cycling and walking is more sociable and healthier, and infrastructure
is cheaper.  Electrical vehicles use less energy.  City planning infuences people’s behaviour, not “how
can we afford it”, but “how can we not afford it”.  

• RECYCLING: San Francisco (US) aiming at zero waste, now is the law.  Charged every month and
get a discount for the amount recycled.  Compost production – farmers buy it and it supports the 
recycling operation.  New jobs can be created.   

• GROWTH: animals take what they need, whereas humans use cumulative plunder,  Economic 
system depends on growth – need to rethink economic model Creating wealth and employment 
without being forced to grow, producing waste. Contaminated by the fnancialisation of capital  Most 
people living below the poverty line.  Stockbrokers don’t need more.  Factory where everything is re-
invested back in the company  - new methods transform existing materials using solar power, and then
recycle – principle of circularity. 

• HEATING: everything in the factory is productive, systems can’t multiply eternally  Need to 
consume less, break our dependency on oil, residents should produce most of their own food.  

• ECONOMY:  Rob Hopkins from Transition Town talks about his school days, how they had no 
skills.  People who have skills, and Bob Brangwyn, co-founder, local currency posed question “who is
allowed to print money”, so they decided to do it and see what would happen. They printed £21 notes 
(representing the old “guinea) which are useless outside Totnes, so it has to circulate more locally, and
in Lewes, Brixton, Bristol they copied the idea.  Interviewed someone else who talked about how 
money is created as loans by banks, and has to be paid back, and it disappears, so they have to keep 
creating more by borrowing.  
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In the flm, they also Interviewed Bernard Lietaer, who talked about monetary monopoly with interest,
draws resources to the top, which is also the same in China and Soviet systems.  Economists 
brainwash you into thinking you need only one currency, but if you look at how an ecosystem works, 
it will not tolerate monopoly, it needs diversity, so we need an ecosystem for currencies.  One 
example, operating in Basle Switzerland, founded in 1934, a zero interest currency called the WIR 
still functions, with 60,000 people are part of the system, as in transition currencies, the money is 
prevented from circulating outside of that community.  Who issues it?  The WIR Bank issues it but it’s
not in the fnancial markets, and there’s no no interest so there’s no point saving it.  A complementary 
currency could help weak regions, eg a Greek WIR would work in Greece but would be separate from
the stock market. It’s not an alternative system, it’s a complementary system.  

The flm erroneously equates the WIR to local pound currencies in the UK.  These are local vouchers, 
which you have to buy with sterling pounds – in reality, the equivalent of WIR in the UK would be 
Business Barter networks, or Local Exchange Trading Schemes which are genuine complementary 
currencies as they are based on mutual credit.  They began in the 80s, pre-dating the internet, using 
cheques with a central accounting system, a few had printed vouchers, but most did not scale up, and 
whilst some have successfully transferred to online systems, many have ceased to function as other 
projects have come into being. 

The best developed local pound, the Bristol pound, aims at having enough people trusting that system,
they think that’s important as internet systems “do not care about community”.  A few places trade 
sterling pounds for Bristol pounds, supports local businesses, stops people hiding their money in tax 
havens.  In Balle (USA), every year they hold a 3-day conference, mostly how to support global 
network of local currencies “in harmony with nature”.  Michael Schuman says the current system is a 
proven loser, not where the future is, so for every dollar spent in a locally owned business, has 2 to 4 
times local effect. Judy Wicks says don’t buy from large corporations, we need people power.  David 
says there’s a sense of theft, Princeton University published a report. In Brisbane interviewing indian 
lady, she says there’s the law of the earth, and the sense of our being human.  

DEMOCRACY: In Reyjkavik in Iceland, when the system went bankrupt, people realised that the 
economy was fake, the government did not fx things, and after a month of street protests, the central 
bank directors resigned, 25 citizens wrote new constitution, an open process, and lots of ideas came 
in. They presented the constitution to the parliament in 2011, they had a referendum 67% voted yes, 
but it was blocked by the conservatives, they proposed a system of drawing lots instead of elections, 
they talked about ideas, they experimented with drawing lots, etc.

Belgium…..India since 1050 the largest in the world Kuthambakkam (India), untouchables, 
participate, the priority of the people is refected, educating children, formed a non-proft, microcredit 
system, then they announced a more ambitious project – they built 150 new homes.  When you create 
a township the question of caste arose, so they had “twin houses”, mixed Brahmins and Untouchables 
mixed them side by side, after seeing this the government promoted another 300 villages to do the 
same, so they had a republic of villages, with village councils, which had the effect of empowering 
them to live in a democracy, should learn about it in school.  

• EDUCATION: Scandinavian countries have excelled in this area, and the flm-makers decided to 
study Finland where in 2009 they brought in an education system operating on trust, with no 
inspections.  “We use our time for teaching not testing”.  Teachers get a 5 year university masters 
degree, train with living classrooms, combine different systems, use child psychology, special needs 
teachers work together with them, including children with learning disabilities, they build a good 
relationship, so the children trust you, they use individual methods of learning, so the children 
develop confdence,  and become more autonomous.  

MF/mf/180622 – see orthel inforlmatiorn and links orn:  http://giobaitabie.org.uk/wp/archives/7532 
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