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Report of meeting held at School of Economic Science, 11 Mandeville Place, London W1U 3AJ
See: Notes of Open Research Group meeting on 16th May 2018: OpenResearchGroup-180516

Present: Ellena, Mary, Ashburn.  Apologies: Ahmet, Bob, Dagem, Henry, Janos, John Mc, Kyle, Lilias, Liz, 
Maya, Paul (family funeral), Philip, Robin, Sandra, Steve, Trevor. 

Ellena recommended: Coups R US: RT documentary looks at US ‘humanitarian’ interventions & regime 
changes: https://www.rt.com/usa/426848-coups-r-us-rt-documentary/ 

Ellena had also heard about a community-led project in Dumfriess to take over the High Street:  
http://www.itv.com/news/border/update/2018-04-07/community-to-take-ownership-of-dumfries-high-street/ 
• https://www.thestove.org/midsteeple-quarter-a-community-led-development-project-for-dumfries-town-
centre/ • http://www.midsteeplequarter.org 

Mary commented on a piece in the Guardian Colour Supplement about the three-year struggle of Jimmy 
Thoronka, a world-class sprinter from Sierra Leone, to get permission to stay in the UK: 
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2018/may/19/sprinter-homeless-london-jimmy-thoronka-sierra-leone. 

Ashburn had intended to show us another podcast, but could not fnd it, so we talked briefy about our 
different reasons for continuing the group, how this work fts into our other projects and whether we should 
stay in this venue or tour to other venues across London to connect with others who for various reasons were 
not able to attend this meeting, due to its timing or location.

Mary had attended John Courtneidge’s recent presentation “Money, Can We Do Better”  at the Positive 
Money Group in Greenwich, where he explained the proposal for Co-operative Socialism: The key point of 
discussions centred around the issue of our current monetary system, and whether any form of interest was 
legitimate, and John had held frmly to the principle that usury was never justifed: PM-Greenwich-180517 

This led to discussion of the resignation of Ken Livingston from the Labour Party – although he maintained 
the historical accuracy of his earlier statement "When Hitler won his election in 1932, his policy then was that 
Jews should be moved to Israel. He was supporting Zionism before he went mad and ended up killing six 
million Jews":  see full report  here:  http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-44196298 ….

John had later referred Mary to the text of Deuteronomy, which demonstrates that a homeland for the Jewish 
people had been promised: see extract “And you shall do what is right and good in the sight of the LORD, that
it may go well with you, and that you may go in and take possession of the good land that the LORD swore to 
give to your fathers by thrusting out all your enemies from before you, as the LORD has promised”: see:  
http://biblehub.com/esv/deuteronomy/6.htm – and also: http://biblehub.com/esv/deuteronomy/7.htm – which 
is even more explicit: those present felt these extracts are well worth reading to increase our understanding of 
the confict, as is Wikipedia on the Balfour Declaration: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Balfour_Declaration. 

After the meeting Ellena made her way to visit the HSCB, 151 Hoe Street, Walthamstow, E17 3AN, and called
Mary to say she had connected with the project leader Hilary – their fund-raising will continue 5th-23rd June: 
https://bankjob.pictures/bank/ •  https://www.bankopeningtimes.co.uk/hsbc/walthamstow.html 
• https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/mar/23/hoe-street-central-bank-walthamstow-london-debt  
• http://www.ucl.ac.uk/urbanlab/news/hoe-street-community-bank-opens-walthamstow – report next time...

MF/mf/180524 – see other information and links on:  http://globaltable.org.uk/wp/archives/7437 
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