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Report of meeting held at School of Economic Science, 11 Mandeville Place, London W1U 3AJ
See:  Notes of Open Research Group meeting on 21st March 2018: OpenResearchGroup-180321
Present: Kyle (chair),  Janos,  Mary (notes), Ellena.  Apologies: Ashburn, Dagem, Ahmet, Bob, Henry, John 
Mc, Lilias, Liz, Paul, Maya, Philip, Robin, Sandra, Steve, Trevor, William. 

1. We began by continuing our discussion about the purpose of this group, whether for general discussion or 
project-driven.  As Janos and Mary were protagonists, Kyle took over as chair, and suggested that the group 
needs a Constitution, or at least an agreed Code of Conduct.  He said Robert’s Rules was a useful source: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert%27s_Rules_of_Order. Before we continued, under Kyle’s guidance we 
agreed an AGENDA, as follows: 1. Brief personal intros, up to half an hour, when we would propose items 
for the agenda, which would be agreed amongst the group. So for today’s meeting we agreed the following: 
2. Future of the Group, 3.  Report on Positive Money’s latest publication and 4.  Report on Mapping Group.

2. FUTURE OF THE GROUP
2.1  Mary explained that Global Table, founded by Sabine McNeil and John Courtneidge, became an outreach 
project for CCMJ, whose mission was to pursue Monetary Justice, led by Peter Challen, who continues to edit 
our agenda page: Matters in the Air, although he is also closely involved with the ICUK (the Independent 
Constitutionalists).  Janos explained that after Peter Challen left, he took responsibility for the room booking, 
and SES had asked for a new name.  One member at this time, Pete (the shovel), was keen on pursuing 
esoteric topics, so we had come up with the name ‘Open Research Group” - but Pete then found Free Critical 
Thinking a more accessible group. The last Global Table meeting he attended was on 7th December 2016  - 
OpenResearchGroup-161207 - and had suggested “we adopt a format for future meetings, a 30-minute lead-in 
time, then one hour on a particular topic, then in the last half an hour, to summarize and agree what to do for 
next time”. Janos’s solution had been to incorporate Global Table into his Good-World project, and had added
it into its Meetup, without consulting current members on the wording. whereas in Mary’s view, ORG’s role 
was to network many other organisations – http://globaltable.org.uk. Janos had indeed attracted some visitors, 
but his description was out of tune with our purpose, and had contributed to an ongoing sense of confusion.  
Janos had also attempted on several occasions to impose a rigid schedule of topics via his 12-point Mandala, 
which none of the other members thought was practical, since our main focus was simply Economic Justice.  

2.2  Mary read out the wording on the Meetup page: https://www.meetup.com/good-world/events/243342015/:
“ Open" means that it is not an expert or academic group. However, professional and amateur "experts" are also 
welcome; so any lay-person interested in systematically exploring world-changing ideas and possibilities may find 
this group stimulating. The overall context for making useful sense of the myriad details coming into view in life, is 
"deep time" and evolution of "Life, the Universe and Everything" :-), In other words, the context of our research is 
"the big picture" in its various extant versions, from the "big bang" cosmology, through biological evolution of life, to
the "we were seeded and are being observed by aliens" variety. But to make these few lines even more succinct, 
we could define the purpose of this research as finding the passage to utopia -- the best possible future world.” 
Mary also pointed out that Janos’s report of a discussion on 13/9/2017 was at variance with what was minuted:
https://www.meetup.com/good-world/messages/boards/thread/51123876 • OpenResearchGroup-170913

2.3  So far, we had only illustrated what the problem was, without yet knowing how to go forward.  Janos was 
also running another group which was part of his Good-World project, so could continue pursuing those aims 
there.  He had also become involved with Kyle’s Communalists project, based on Murray Bookchin’s book:  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Communalism - https://www.reddit.com/r/Communalists/, so he did have plenty 
else to do – so did Mary.  However, one option was to continue with this group on the same terms as everyone
else, help to re-establish agreed terms of reference, and if he was still going to use his Meetup platform, for the
group to approve more relevant wording - or create separate publicity – discussion to be continued next time. 

MF/mf/180322 – see other information and REPORTS on:  http://globaltable.org.uk/wp/archives/7142 
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