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 March 14th 2018

Report of meeting held at School of Economic Science, 11 Mandeville Place, London W1U 3AJ
See:  Notes of Open Research Group meeting on 7th March 2018: OpenResearchGroup-180307

Present: Janos (chair), Liz Graham, William, Paul, Mary (notes).  Apologies: Ashburn, Ellena, 
Dagem, Ahmet, Bob, Henry, John Mc, Kyle,  Lilias, Maya, Philip, Robin, Sandra, Steve, Trevor. 

In the earlier part of the meeting, the discussion was about ancient history.

When Mary arrived, Janos introduced Liz Graham, who had found the meeting via Janos’s Good 
World Meetup Group, founded in 2009.  Members are called “Good Society Activist Advocates”, 
under the headline “Something New Must Emerge”  https://www.meetup.com/good-world/.   

Janos talked about  the need for teams, rather than groups.  At our meetings, we talk, we have 
individual solutions, but we don’t have any specifc purpose.  Janos wants to go to the root of things, 
from the ground up, to understand how things work - there is a pyramid of causality.  Liz felt that  
there has to be a purpose – what solutions do we have?   Janos felt it might take a year to reach a point
where we can decide what to do, but others thought that talking about it might go on indefnitely.

Janos says it’s not a lifetime’s work, it won’t take that long.  If you do not eat we cannot live.  If 
someone controls the food supply we are total slaves, the minority controls everything, Williams says 
in the US guns are necessary, because the authorities can take our food supplies.  He also talked about
the need for Multigenerational Households and plans in the US to re-educate people.

Mary mentioned her background, running Pathways:  http://www.pathwaysnetwork.co.uk - then 
becoming involved with LETS – http://www.letslinkuk.net, and currently looking to  understand more
about how volunteering is managed - she had just come from a meeting of Camden’s Volunteer 
Forum, where they promoted a new organisation called ValueYou, which thanks volunteers through a 
free discount card and a gift voucher: http://www.valueyou.org. She is also involved in Over-60s 
exercise classes at her local community centre, HNCC, which has lost funding, and realised that the 
60+ group needs to be constituted if they are going to be in a position to apply for funding. 

Paul talked about problems in his spiritual centre – which was an example of how psychopaths can 
take over organisations and create a personality cult, using slander, secret committees and an “ejector 
seat system” to keep control.  Having challenged the hierarchy the result is confagration, leaders are 
gathering power to themselves.  They are in the process of reporting it to the Charities Commission.  

Mary saw the same tendencies happening within political parties in the way that candidates are 
elected – Paul said something like this happened in the Labour Party in New Zealand in 1984.

Liz explained her view that corruption is part of the human condition, when people get power, they 
make up the rules to govern themselves.  She suggests decentralising, bringing things to a smaller 
level, that way we can challenge the big money, creating structures where we can bypass hierarchies,  
which Mary pointed out is what LETS is about – Liz had tried to join Hackney LETS which had 
folded, and Mary suggested joining the Londonwide system:  http://www.londonwide.letslink.org 

MF/mf/180315– see other information and links on:  http://globaltable.org.uk/wp/archives/7070 
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