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 March 7th 2018

Report of meeting held at School of Economic Science, 11 Mandeville Place, London W1U 3AJ
See:  Notes of Open Research Group meeting on 28th Feb 2018: OpenResearchGroup-180228

Present: Janos (chair), Mary (notes), Robin Upton, William, Ashburn, Maya Washington.  
Apologies: Ellena (caring), Dagem, Ahmet, Bob, Henry, John Mc, Kyle,  Lilias, Paul, Philip, Sandra, 
Steve, Trevor. 

Mary reprised the arrangements for this meeting, its founding by Sabine McNeil and John 
Courtneidge as the Global Table, whose website hosts Peter Challen’s weekly background briefng 
“Matters in the Air”, but with Peter no longer attending, as he is focusing on a new group Independent
Constitutionalists UK, which meets at the same time elsewhere, Janos has kept things going at SES. 

Janos welcomed Robin Upton, editor of the website -  http://www.altruists.org– “Re-Establishing 
Altruism as a Viable Social Norm”, and a major contributor to Wikispooks: https://wikispooks.com.
He is normally resident in Bangladesh, where he teaches English, and has recently visited South 
Korea, where his wife comes from – she teaches in a school for the deaf.  Robin had participated in a 
LETSlink event in July 2017 on Exploring the Deep State:  
http://www.londonwide.letslink.org/members/uploads/ORG-event-170730.pdf and in January 2015 
on Money Alternatives:  http://www.londonwide.letslink.org/members/uploads/Event150103.pdf 

Robin: referred to Ivan Illich’s book Gender, frst published in 1822 and said that all
these reforms are missing the point.  More and more people are questioning the old ideas.
We could adopt a multi-media process where things nevertheless relate:  
http://infed.org/mobi/ivan-illich-deschooling-conviviality-and-lifelong-learning/.
http://www.librarything.com/work/1560845/covers/52044267 

The other big question he is asking is whether we need money, andt the fact that even the voluntary 
sector is controlled by funding.  David Graeber’s book Debt, The First 5000 years – talks about the 
predation of the global fnancial system: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Debt:_The_First_5000_Years 
- see talk on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CZIINXhGDcs – morality is seen in terms
of debt, mentioned in the Lord’s Prayer, if all human relations are seen as exchange, the relationship 
will end when the debt is paid, which is the basis of sociology, so money is a transferable promise. 
Right from the start it was about IOUs rather than bartering., the Jubilee wipes out debts, etc. 

William says global warming is a hoax – nature versus nurture …. climate change…. And we 
wondered if the purpose of it is to bring in the system of with Carbon Credits. The “image of the 
beast” is the media – and if you centralise power, the problem of evil is worse. 
http://www.christianmediaresearch.com/cmc-82.html 

Robin continued, that  money is used to excuse what people do, and mentioned Ernest
Becker’s  Escape from Evil - all culture is a way of tackling the fear of death: 
https://thecasswiki.net/index.php?title=Escape_from_Evil.  People are now skeptical
about the status quo, money, etc - we need to clear all that and think with our hearts.

MF/mf/120307– see other information and links on: http://globaltable.org.uk/wp/archives/7050 
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