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Report of meeting held at School of Economic Science, 11 Mandeville Place, London W1U 3AJ
See:  Notes of Open Research Group meeting on 10th Jan 2018: OpenResearchGroup-180110
Present: Janos (chair), Dagem, Kyle Farren, Mary (notes), Steve, Ellena, Ashburn
Apologies: Paul, Ahmet, Bob, John Mc,  Philip, Lilias, Sandra, Trevor, William.

Discussion on Social Development:  After some informal discussion Kyle suggested that we study Murray Bookchin’s 
model, which has Society = private life, family, work etc, and the Political Sphere = citizens coming together to discourse 
about how they want their town to be run, plus The State = Government by the people’s representatives.  In a democracy the 
people manage the system themselves.  In the US it’s actually a republic, where we elect people to do the job for them: 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Murray-Bookchin/e/B001H6WN6A 

Steve felt that we need a world-wide consensus on what type of government.  Mary argued for different forms of government 
at different levels, eg family, village, district, nation etc.  Kyle talked about what happened at town meetings in New England 
before the war of independence (which inspired Bookchin’s analysis).  Dagem said that women would not have been allowed 
to attend. Steve said at different times in history either men or women were allowed to own property, now it’s more equal.  
Dagem felt that moving away from discrimination is the main thing we should be concerned about.

Steve was concerned about the basics, how to develop society, it has to start by a natural selection process.  An example is the 
production of bananas, on land owned by the corporation, the fertilizer that’s used is dictated by that corporation which comes
from another country.   Mary pointed out that this is to do with commerce – and now we have global capitalism, which is 
often outside the control of governments.  Dagem felt it was about greed. Ellena introduced the term “predatory capitalism”, 
which is when regulation is taken away.  Part of the social contract is that there is always a need for agreed rules.  Kyle said 
there has always been an agreement that there has to be a profit. Mary recalled that when Milton Friedman’s Neoliberalism 
model was adopted by academics, and taken up by the US & UK government, and Thatcher abolished exchange controls in 
1979 -  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Milton_Friedman – that’s when Global Capitalism kicked off.  The advent of computing 
and the internet, algorithms enable rapid trading on the stockmarket also speed up the process of international trade.  See also -
https://www.psa.ac.uk/sites/default/files/conference/papers/2016/Removal%20of%20exchange%20control%20by%20the%20Thatcher%20Government_0.pdf

Dagem wants individuals to be stakeholders…. Steve asks who in modern capitalism has given small groups the right to own 
so much.  He thinks the answer is inheritance rights.  In this country most of the land is owned by the Vatican. In the world 
40k families in the whole world own 75%.  Peter Fleming (City University) suggests that wages should be £30-£90k.  Kyle 
again suggested that we adopt the system of “Communalism”, so neighbourhoods own the property jointly.  Dagem says he 
is worried about institutions being more powerful than individuals – what if a community wanted to kick someone out.  Janos 
said that individuals must have the right to belong – in Greece they had a system of ostracizing citizens who transgressed - he
added that the philosopher John Locke said everyone had a right to Life, Liberty, Property - Kyle explained you could only 
own land if you were working on it, so property is a social relationship.  Janos added that modeling is a simple idea, so you 
can get a chair instead of a cushion if you pay more.  Steve contends that the main problem is distribution – can we develop a 
new mechanism for that.  Mary asked the group to look at Co-operative Socialism: http://www.co-operativesocialism.org.  

Ellena agrees with businesses making a profit, involving risk-taking but feels we also need to co-operate – we need a regulated
capitalism.  Kyle said the state is now regulated to favour corporations and the rich. Dagem suggested controlled ownership.  
Steve felt that Brexit was manoeuvred by capitalists so that the UK can move closer to the US.  Ashburn thinks that Brexit 
isn’t going to happen.   Dagem reiterated that he does not wish to see personal ownership lost - Mary corroborated that, and 
would like to develop models of co-operative housing that involve co-ownership.  Steve quoted figures on the amount that the 
rich own.   Kyle said we need study groups – Mary said we need a way to link up these ideas – see http://www.themap.org.uk.
Steve is willing to give a lecture next week on Moderate Capitalism versus Inheritance Rights. 

MF/mf/18019 – see other information and links on: http://globaltable.org.uk/wp/archives/6868 
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