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Report of meeting held at School of Economic Science, 11 Mandeville Place, London W1U 3AJ
See: Notes of Open Research Group meeting on 6th Dec 2017: OpenResearchGroup-171206

Present: Janos (chair),  Mary (notes), Paul, Trevor Griffiths  –  Apologies: Ahmet, Ashburn Bob, Ellena 
(cover), John Mc, Philip, Lilias, Sandra, Steve, William.

CCMJ – Mary recalled the meeting of UPF (Uniting for Peace) - https://www.unitingforpeace.com, on the 
topic of World Religions for Peace which had been held on 25th November, chaired by Vijay Mehta, where the 
idea came up that fundamentally, wars were caused by the economic system, and she mentioned the idea that 
CCMJ become Co-faith Council for Monetary Justice, and realised that Vijay had very good connections with 
other faiths, and promised to send him information about CCMJ and Global Table – would now fulfil that.  
Natubai Shah of the Jain Network - http://www.jainnetwork.com/jaincentrelondon.php - invited Paul to a 
meeting at a Jain Centre in Colliers Wood - which he attended, and found to be mostly an internal meeting. 

Janos was just about to introduced the Commmunalists project, which was his fall-back topic for today – see  
CommunalismProject00-A4 – and welcomed Trevor Griffiths, who joined in the discussion, and asked what 
sort of voting system the Communalists would be in favour of, but Janos said it was too early to say.  None of 
us had a full knowledge of these systems, so those who knew about them explained them to each other:

• Paul explained the system of Mixed Member Proportional Voting, whereby each Party assembles a list of 
potential MPs, and they chose the order within each party according to their own way of doing it.  On election 
each voter has two votes, one for his local candidate, and the other for a party of his choice.  Whoever gets the 
most votes in each constituency is elected as the Electorate MP.  All the votes are added up, including the 
Individual Candidate Votes and the Party Votes, so if there were 60 electorates there would be 120 votes.  
Whatever the percentage of the total votes a party obtains is their percentage of the MPs, so if they got 20 
Electorate MPs in directly and 50% of the votes overall, then 40 of the party list MPs would be added so that 
they get 60 MPs altogether.  Another party which gets 10 MPs voted directly also has 10% of the combined 
votes, would get an extra 2 MPs from their party list, so they get 12 MPs altogether.  The party list tops it up to
the overall total.  If a party gets less than 5% of the overall vote you don’t get any MPs off the list.  This 
system is used in Germany and also in New Zealand.  
• Contrast the First Past the Post which is the UK system, which favours the biggest parties, because if a 
party wins lots of marginal seats with other votes well distributed, they can have a landslide, ignoring the 
many votes of the other parties.  Another party might have an extremely high overall vote, but fail to get 
enough MPs over the threshold.  The Greens and LibDems are in favour of this, but not the other parties.  
• Another system which was proposed by the LibDems, is the Single Transferable Vote, which was favoured 
by the LibDems, as a compromise. Trevor says the voter puts all the MPs in order of preference.  The 
candidate who gets the least votes in the first round is excluded, then the ballots favouring him are counted 
according to the second preference.  Then you take the next candidate with the fewest votes and look at those 
ballots, allocating the vote to the third preference candidate.  This process continues until there are only two 
candidates left, each of whom has all the winnowing down of all the votes, and the one with the highest 
number of votes wins.   This requires a computer system to manage it effectively. 

It was agreed that these systems are extremely important in politics.  The problem is that the electorate are 
discouraged ffrom thinking for themselves - they are “idiots” which Janos explained from the original Greek 
or Roman system, meant that they are only thinking about themselves, see the root of “idiopathic”, a term used
in medicine to mean a self-generated illness with no apparent external cause.  Another one is idiosyncratic, 
which is a behaviour peculiar to oneself, similar to eccentric. 

MF/mf/171213 – see other information and links on: http://globaltable.org.uk/wp/archives/6772 
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