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Report of meeting held at School of Economic Science, 11 Mandeville Place, London W1U 3AJ
See: Notes of Open Research Group meeting on 11th Oct 2017: OpenResearchGroup-171011 

Present: Mary (notes), William, Ashburn, Bob Ardler. Apologies: John Mc, Philip, Lilias. Ahmet, 
Janos (Hungary), Paul (unwell), Ellena (looking after mum). 

Mary brought us up to date with Janos’s efforts to organise our discussions in line with his ideas 
around Social Change Forums – see: SocialChange-A4 – and shared her idea of using a “word cloud”
as a technique for tracking the topics which we were discussing, which meant that papers would need 
to be WordPress posts.  The consensus of those present was that we should not attempt to go into the 
details of Janos’s paper in his absence, but that we should ask him to present it properly next time.  
Meanwhile all agreed that Housing is a key topic, that in Janos’s terms would be part of Economics.

Bob Ardler, who has been attended Global Table only during half terms and
holidays because of his work as a school teacher, reported that he had now retired,
and those present encouraged him to attend more often. He has just started reading
Peter Fleming’s The Death of Homo Economicus'. The introduction to the book on
Amazon’s blurb says:  In today's workplaces we work harder and longer, labouring
under the illusion that this will bring us more wealth. As this myth becomes
increasingly preposterous, it's time to understand why we believe in it, and where it
came from. 'The Death of Homo Economicus' explores the origin of this oppressive
myth, in order to destroy it. The story begins with the creation of a fake persona
labelled the dollar-hunting man, invented by economists Adam Smith and Friedrich
Hayek. Today. See Stephen Poole’s review in the Guardian on 28 th September 2017: 
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2017/sep/28/death-homo-economicus-peter-fleming-review 

William began a discourse on the recurring 2,000-year cycles of history, and Mary asked him if he 
could write about this on one or two pages, which could be circulated to the group, so that they could 
reflect on the topic in preparation for a well-informed discussion at a future meeting.

Ellena had recommended Renegade Inc on Mon 16th October 2017 in which Ross
Ashcroft interviewed economist Kate Raworth, whose recent book “Doughnut
Economics” calls for an economics reformation. The introduc5ion says: “A quick
glance around the world and it’s safe to say that the operating system that we use to
manage our economic and financial affairs has a glitch or two. It is dawning on
many that it is the discipline of economics itself that is the problem. And until
economics is fixed, mainstream economists will continue flying blind and we’ll all
continue footing the bill. Why are we not able to change the outmoded thinking that
dogs the discipline?”  Ashburn  and Mary had both watched it, and thought that
Kate’s images, eg the flock of birds, and her props, eg the stuffed cuckoo laying its
eggs in the economy-nest, and the aeroplane flying ever higher, were effective in
demonstrating the problems in the neoliberal economic model we are living under: 
http://www.rt.com/shows/renegade-inc/406812-economic-problem-reformation-uk/
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