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Report of meeting held at School of Economic Science, 11 Mandeville Place, London W1U 3AJ
Notes of Open Research Group meeting on 20th September 2017: OpenResearchGroup-170920
Present: Janos, Ahmet, Ashburn, Ellena. Mary (notes), Philip.  Apologies: John Mc, William, Paul

Janos introduced the meeting, suggested we have a go-round for half an hour, we can then agree on a 
particular topic.  Personally he is interested in how and how the monetary system works as it does.

Ellena reports on RT Renegade Inc Monday 25th Sept 2017: featuring Jason Hickle’s “The Divide”,
focusing on how the system has failed - the system is working perfectly = it has built in inequality, for
about 500 years, the beginning of capitalism, he talks about how the system is intentionally designed 
to benefit those who made the rules.  Third-world countries are penalised – the system serves those 
who it is designed to serve. They use Africa for the raw materials, ten times as much is extracted as 
goes back in aid. When democracy emerged, the west interfered so that they had imposed leaders who
would play by the rules of the west.  The other book they mentioned was “Bad Samaritans – the secret
history of capitalism the myths and magic of free trade” by Hajoon Chang, at Cambridge University: 
https://www.rt.com/shows/renegade-inc/404466-richest-men-poorest-population/.

Also reporting on Labour Party conference, Naomi Klein’s speech was aired on the parliament 
channel:  http://press.labour.org.uk/post/165759935209/author-naomi-klein-speech-to-labour-party 

Ashburn  had also watched Renegade Inc and added to the discussion. Infrastructure, eg railways, 
were not built to help the native populations, they were built to extract resources.  We are now also 
experiencing the results of the system in our own back yard. It’s up to us to educate ourselves and 
others.  The prediction is that there will soon be another crash.  Last night at Critical Thinking they 
discussed Marxism, and the fact that what is happening now he also predicted, maybe study for next 
time?:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mode_of_production 

Ahmet is also interested in the history of capitalism: he went to a meeting yesterday 26th Sept at the 
Marx Memorial Library in Clerkenwell.  They explained how capitalism works, how it goes to the 
crisis, and how it can face some problems. He wants to learn the theological core idea of different 
religions.  Marx was right, firstly he was a philosopher, it was not about Economics.: 
https://www.marx-memorial-library.org • https://www.marx-memorial-library.org/upcoming-
events 

There was a coal-mining disaster in 2014: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soma_mine_disaster - 
Ahmet was inspired by this to carry out research on coalminers in the Black Sea area of Turkey. He 
selected homogenous group of 200 workers and studied their CT scans to discover how the coal dust 
affected their lungs, i.e. how many lesions had developed. There were four groups of about 50, who 
had worked underground (below 200m) for 5, 10, 15 or 20 years. He eliminated factors such existing 
lung disease, and found that the coal dust impact was not correlated to time, as some 5-year 
coalminers had worse effects than the 20 year ones, and the main factors were other biological 
reactions,  external causes such as stronger defence mechanisms, body structures, also the effect of 
class consciousness.  He continued his study on the cancer patient and calls his subject The 
Dialectical Body – one of his projects is to translate his website into English: 
https://dialeticalbody.blogspot.co.uk. 
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Mary mentioned the death of Tony Pritchett – she had put a note from Cafe Diplo on Matters in the 
Air: http://globaltable.org.uk/wp/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Diplo-TonyPritchett.pdf, the 
Money and Society MOOC she was working on at the Cumbria University’s Institute for Leadership 
and Sustainability – notes to follow - and Local Exchange Trading Schemes:  
http://www.letslinkuk.net 

Philip – was an Engineer, now retired and able to travel.  Wants to set up a Trust Fund for his 
children, so perhaps this is a topic we could delve into, the practicalities, and the ethics….. 
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