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Report of meeting held at School of Economic Science, 11 Mandeville Place, London W1U 3AJ
Notes of Open Research Group meeting on 6th September 2017: OpenResearchGroup-170906

Present: Janos, Ahmet, William, Ellena. Paul, Mary (notes).  Apologies John McCone. 

Janos: returning from family trip in Hungary told us about a 24-hour discussion space established in 
Parliament Square in Budapest called Agora, for the minority parties to find a way to oppose the 
regime, as for three elections the ruling party, Fidesz, has had a three-quarters majority.  There are 
about 12 minority parties, who are now forming a coalition.  They want to change the electoral system
from first-past-the-post to proportional representation to achieve a better outcome in 2018.

Mary suggested looking properly at the system for Open Research Group that Janos is proposing for 
this group to follow:  His diagram of Social Change Forums – Conscious Evolution for the 21st 
Century -  posits twelve subjects, Education, Politics, Philosophy, Economics, Psychology, Science 
(being the rational topics), Health, Biosophy, Symbiosophy, Esoterics, Arts, Faiths (the more creative 
ones).  He would like people to adopt a particular topic, and each meeting we agree the speaker and 
topic for the next meeting. One model is that over a year we would go around the subjects, and set the
topic for the meetings on a quarterly basis.  Each quarter we would have an interdisciplinary meeting. 
Another model would be following one topic for a month.  To be discussed again next time.   

William spoke about how difficult it has been to make sense of the rather random way we have been 
working.  He enjoyed reading “Debt and Delusion” by Peter Warburton, in which he reports on 
meetings he held called the Monetary Policy Committee.  He warned about the 2008 crisis coming: 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Debt-Delusion-Threaten-Economic-Disaster/dp/0977079333.

Ahmet talked about the Economy consisting of:  Commodity, Value, Labour, Money.  William said  
labour will be less relevant when we have robots.  Paul saids that artificial intelligence will also affect
professional jobs.  Ellena felt that this kind of talk was like walking up the hill to the cliff edge, but  
Paul reassured her that in the future people will be able to provide skills not yet envisaged. 

Mary had attended a meeting on Wed 6th September 2017 at the Feminist Library, 5 Westminster 
Bridge Road, London SE1 7XW, on the subject of “Interrogating Digital Capitalism” organised by 
Breaking the Frame: http://breakingtheframe.org.uk with Nina Isabella Moeller discussing  the 
environmental impact of digital technologies, and Jack Linchuan Qiu, author of “Goodbye iSlave” 
who presented the current obsession with digital technology as analogous to slavery. Their thesis was 
that Technology as Heavy Industrial Technology =  Slavery, Conflict and Environmental Destruction. 
Digital technology is often seen as ‘immaterial’ and ‘smart’, defining a new industrial and social 
paradigm. Yet digital gadgets are produced within an ‘old-fashioned’ highly exploitative regime – 
conditions in Chinese electronics factories, such as Foxconn, were brought to international attention 
by a wave of worker suicides in 2010. The industry creates massive environmental destruction, make 
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a major contribution to climate change and helps generate violence and conflict in Africa. Jack 
introduced us to a particular type of phone called the Fair Phone, produced by the Phone Coop. 

Paul felt that digital technology was more like a mass-distraction method, like the Romans amusing 
themselves by watching slaves killing each other.  In the past, religion, and nowadays, recreational 
drugs, and social distraction keep people busy. Ahmet felt that we are heading towards virtual reality. 
Ellena described the film The Hunger Games, in which the elite controls the village people, to 
compete with each other, they have to kill each other until there is only one winner.  She was repelled 
but also fascinated by it, and interpreted it as like a warning that what they are doing is controlling us:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Hunger_Games_(film)  

Mary also reported on a programme she had heard today 13th Sept on Radio 4, called “Taken to the 
Cleaners” about people employed as cleaners, which was very interesting, typically they are at work 
from 4am and might do one or even two other jobs in order to earn enough.  With reference to the 
government’s recent announcement that there is less unemployment, the reality is that people are 
earning less in relation to the rising cost of living. This led to a lively discussion about the campaign 
for Universal Basic Income (UBI), which would mean that the benefits system would operate without 
means testing, which would support people without jobs, also those on low-cost jobs, perhaps taking 
off the pressure and making part-time work available to a wider range of people.

William’s objection was that if the people working are subsidising those who don’t want to work - 
you are shifting the burden of taxation, and it would only work if there were a global system – he said 
we need to consider the perverse outcome.  Paul explained that there are people in professional jobs 
who enjoy the status, they are not going to give up their work, UBI would also support people doing 
some entrepreneurial activity or starting up new businesses, their relationship with Inland Revenue 
continues as now, and they are taxed on a sliding scale.  Then there are people who are not going to 
engage in economic activity, they receive the income, and do the voluntary work in the community, 
and people who need help, so there would have to be assessment of that and extra funding provided, 
The main question would be how to identify those who are eligible, in terms of citizenship etc. 

William asked what if the economic system breaks down, and Mary replied that people are learning 
about Permaculture – how to grow food – and community currencies – this is practical, ongoing work.

Ellena said there is a crisis now with low wages - look up the TUC conference, the issue is whether 
they (and the  Labour Party) would support people going on strike if they had not had a 50% secret 
ballot: https://www.tuc.org.uk/programme-business-congress-2017 

Janos – said we are in the second stage of group work – storming –  we must persevere and learn to 
understand.  We have the task of finding the passage to utopia – it’s hard work. He asked us to  
acquaint ourselves of the range of arguments already advanced by proponents of the idea of Universal
Basic Income, and we could continue next time.  Here are some references found via google.
http://www.basicincome.org.uk/reasons-support-basic-income • http://basicincome.org • 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/jun/23/universal-basic-income-ubi-welfare-state 
• http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/universal-basic-income-benefits-unemployment-
a7939551.html • https://www.penguin.co.uk/articles/events/2017/may/guy-standing-basic-income/  
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/jan/12/universal-basic-income-finland-uk 
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