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Report of meeting held at School of Economic Science, 11 Mandeville Place, London W1U 3AJ
Notes of Open Research Group meeting on 12th July 2017: OpenResearchGroup-170712

Present: Ellena, Mary (notes), Ashley, Paul. 

Mary had been away last time, at a meeting called by Matt Scott of the London Voluntary Sector 
Forum called “Our Way Ahead” held at London Metropolitan University. This was an attempt to 
network and map the many different voluntary sector groups in London, and she felt that LETSlink 
London should be represented.  At the meeting contact was made with Tanweer Eddoo, the Employer 
Engagement Administrator for Employment Outcomes, and she attended a follow-up meeting there on
Friday 21st July to discuss the idea of creating student placements for digital and filming work to 
promote community currency.

The previous day – on July 11th 2017 - she had attended a meeting organised by Globalnet 21 and 
London Futurists: Democracy In The Digital Age, hosted by Tom Brake MP: from 6:30pm in the 
Boothroyd Room, Portcullis House, Westminster, and has written some notes: 
http://globaltable.org.uk/wp/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/OpenResearchGroup-170711.pdf

She had also attended a meeting on Tuesday 18th July 2017: 9am-10.30am: “Is a Crisis Looming 
For Central Banks – and how should central bankers and politicians respond?” – with a 
presentation by Lord Adair Turner, and responses from a panel including: Fran Boait, Executive 
Director, Positive Money, and Anthony Hilton, City Editor, Evening Standard, chaired by Lord 
Sharkey, Director, New City Agenda – notes to follow – see full details of the meeting here: 
http://globaltable.org.uk/wp/forthcoming-events/events-archive/

Ashley has knowledge of London’s property market, from his work experience in the London 
Borough of Redbridge, and in the light of the tragedy at Grenfell Tower, we had a lively discussion of 
the problems of funding Council Housing, lack of democratic input by tenants, and the financial 
problems facing people who have become leaseholders.  Kensington is one of the richest boroughs in 
London, yet had cut corners in with refurbishment of the block, indicating that the profit-motive, in 
which Local Authorities are on the same side as housing development companies, against the interests
of the tenants. 
Council Housing, introduced by Labour after the war, had experienced a serious downturn with the 
introduction of Thatcher’s Right to Buy policy encouraging people to take on mortgage finance, 
whilst preventing Local Authorities from engaging in new build.  Housing illustrates a wide range of 
issues of the capitalist economy, with over 80% of money creation being related to mortgages for 
home  ownership. We wondered if small stake-holder housing co-operatives might have a role to play 
– see ideas proposed by Christ Cook - http://opencapital.net/co-ownership.htm – updates of his 
ideas needed - and what kind of government policies (in addition to new build) might improve the 
situation for those who could not afford the cost of housing in our cities. 
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