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Notes of Open Research Group meeting on 5th July 2017: OpenResearchGroup-170705

Report of meeting held in the Boothroyd Room, Portcullis Hse, Westminster, London, SW1A 2LQ
Globalnet 21 & London Futurists: House of Commons Meeting - Democracy In The Digital Age, hosted by 
Tom Brake MP: July 11 · 6:30pm in the Boothroyd Room, Portcullis House, Westminster, London

•

Tom Brake has said, “New technology has provided the means to move from our existing representative democracy to a

participatory democracy, which could represent a fundamental constitutional change, affecting the role of MPs and their constituents,

as well as the processes by which we govern.” It is this that we plan to discuss at this meeting. To what extent has the digital age

with social media, big data and the global reach of this changed all our democracies forever. Will it lead to a more participatory future

and direct democracy or will the age of big data enable governments and corporations to control us without our active participation?

Is the digital future a brave new world that we should fear or a new opportunity for citizens and civil society to engage directly with

government?

Tom Brake has been Shadow Transport Minister, Shadow Secretary of State for Transport and Shadow Minister for the Home

Office, amongst other prominent positions. In September 2012, Tom was promoted to the position of Deputy Leader of the House of

Commons, a junior Ministerial role. In January 2015 Tom was appointed to the Liberal Democrat General Election Cabinet as the

party's Leader of the House of Commons and London spokesperson.

Emma Mulqueeny is the founder of Rewired State and Young Rewired State: Coding a better country. She

has been included in the 166th annual edition of Who’s Who, voted onto the Wired 100 list, Tech City 100, BIMA Hot 100 and has

been voted one of the top ten women in technology by The Guardian. Emma writes regularly for the British Press and on her own

blog, speaks on radio and on television, is well known for her campaign: ‘Year 8 is too Late’ (encouraging girls into technology

subjects) and relentlessly pushing the potential of open data.

Professor Andy Miah, PhD is Chair in Science Communication & Future Media, in the School of

Environment & Life Sciences, University of Salford, Manchester. Andy regularly interviews for a range of major media companies, which have included 

BBC’s Newsnight and Start the Week with Andrew Marr, ABC’s’ The 7:30 Review and CBC’s The Hour. Professor His research discusses the 

intersections of art, ethics, technology and culture and he has published broadly in areas of emerging technologies, particularly related to human 

enhancement. We are running this meeting with the London Futurists and this is the third collaborative meeting we have done with them on our digital 

futures. These meetings are always well attended and raise important questions about our future.

The London Futurists is a group for people who are interested in the future and maybe want to help shape it. You can find out more 

about them at http://www.meetup.com/London-Futurists/ 
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MP: Tom Brake – how the present system can be improved. Emma Mulqueeny (could not come) has said that
collaborative platforms go across nation states, and asks if they could affect how governance takes place and 
provide alternatives to the nationstate systems.  
Andy Miah of Science Communication describes his experience at FACT in Liverpool.  We need to throw out
the idea that we know what digital is:  the idea of mirroring movements to create a connection between people.
Currency digital methods are far behind this.  Complex, advantages and disadvantages come simultaneously.  
The technology arises outside the decision-making processes of parliament - industries operate in a broader 
ecosystem. People’s experiences of digital media varies. So we have a number of strategies.  And there’s a gap
in our knowledge about how people use digital media.  There are apps. Need to be aware of threats. Another 
thing is people coming together in stadium to play digital games. 
David Wood of London Futurists - https://londonfuturists.com - to stimulate discussion of what can happen in 
the future.  For example, people may not need to see a doctor, the number of people seeing doctor will be 
reduced by 50% by use of digital consultation methods.  Issue that they cause more of a division between 
people, eg by giving too much power to companies.  Then the idea that the internet will provide more 
information and enable people to make better decisions, sometimes people grab information which confirms 
their existing biases.  But organisations can target individuals, so there is potential for us to end up collectively
stupider.  See Andrew McAfee   and   Erik Brynjolfsson  ’s “  Machine Platform Crowd” – the power and influence 
of algorithms: http://books.wwnorton.com/books/Machine-Platform-Crowd. Frequently the technology 
achieves more.  Also how  hard it was to get politicians to engage in the issues, eg Steven Minuchin recently 
asked if he was worried about technology, and refused to even look at it, so there’s intertia, recommendation 
don’t just rely on the politicians, they need to listen, we need to build a groundswell of understanding about 
technology.  Impact of digital age on government, self-organisation.
Q. John: governments are afraid of basic IT, they will restrict it, also need trade union reforms, also need to 
change the electoral system, then can. 
Q. The People’s Verdict, published by Policy Network, on “long form deliberations” is relevant here. 
Q. Exclusion of the use of IT by trade unions in voting.
Q. Problem that use of digital media would encourage tribal behaviour.
Q. How to increase digital literacy.  
Q. Disappointed at the way we do things, the Party System is antiquated, and is fundamentally flawed - there 
are better systems about. 
Q. Brighton 27th September: only 2% of people are in political parties, can the 98% engage in a different kind 
of politics - event on virtual reality and emotion?
Q. Alphagas causing a disruption, helping to innovate. 
Q. Whether we actually need to vote if polls can gather the information about people’s views.
Q. Idea of interactive models in many different areas o discussion.  Use of modeling technology for political 
development and democratic tool.  
Q. Captivology, purpose data, virtual whiteboard with common objectives – vision of where we want to go to. 
Q. Idea of Direct Democracy.  People are smarter than they used to be.  
Q. User-stories, people voting for ideas, creative problem-solvers.
Q. Decentralised decision-makers. Govt is encouraging entrepreneurs to get together.  

Andy Miah: modelling idea is a great proposal, Babylon application, how to AE pp for Health Care, 
Innovation Chamber.  Comment about Echo-chamber, if you like something it affects what you see next, eg 
Manchester event “What if Women Ruled the World”: 
https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2017/jul/10/what-if-women-ruled-the-world-review-yael-bartana-
manchester-international-festival.   The need to make Peace Education central to all other forms of education, 
The Alternative, the fact that social media has become an alienating experience, hope we are still voting in the 
future, the ritual of voting is an important thing. The Babylon app works due to a failure with 111, not because 
it’s really good.
David: can we make people smarter, can we have systems that produce better results, should be more 
emphasis on critical thinking, correlation/causation, cognitive bias, Daniel Kahneman “Thinking Fast, 
Thinking Slow” -  https://www.storytel.fi/books/25220-Thinking-Fast-and-Slow - emotional intelligence is 
where we are focusing on spirit of curiosity, would be curious as to what the other perceives, the skill of 
bridge-building, perhaps the depths of reality system. 
Don’t forget https://www.change.org - need emotional intelligence to accept that you are wrong, better systems
that compensate for individual flaws.  Science works well because of peer review process. Forthcoming book 
“Transcending Politics” - our currency system is far from the best, poisonous, alienating too many people, 
unhappy voting for fuck-u candidates, we need a combination of better people, better systems, and modeling: 
http://www.zenconomics.com/transcending-politics.  
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