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Report of meeting held at School of Economic Science, 11 Mandeville Place, London W1U 3AJ
See: Notes of ORG meeting on 24th May 2017: OpenResearchGroup-170524

Present: Janos, Paul, Mary (notes), Ashburn, Ellena.

We began with a wide-ranging discussion about the Vikings, the Anglo-Saxons and the Celts, the 
Mongols, Byzantine Empire, Sufism, and the historical relationship between Rumi, Shams, Sultan and
The Turning, which is practised at Colet House: http://www.studysociety.org/index.html

When Ashburn arrived, expecting to meet Peter Challen, we explained the background to him and the 
relationship between CCMJ, and its associated projects (Global Table, Open Research Group (us), and
the Constitutionalists (http://www.icuk.info with a new site being built at http://www.icuk.life).  
Following Peter’s resignation as chair of CCMJ, a group of members held a series of meetings in 
preparation for an AGM on 24th September 2016: originally called “CCMJ =Christian Council for 
Monetary Justice”, at the meeting it was proposed by Simon to re-launch it as “CCMJ=Co-faith 
Council for Monetary Justice”, which Peter was understood to be in support of - see 
http://ccmj.org/wp/archives/3716, but it was not clear after the meeting whether this had been correct, 
and the recommendations of the AGM have not been fully implemented, but Mary has been 
developing the wordpress area of the website for posts directed at CCMJ members (as opposed to a 
wider Global Table group).  Meanwhile, Peter Challen has launched a 2017 appraisal by email: 
http://ccmj.org/wp/archives/3880, so we can respond to this. 

Mary mentioned Camerados, a temporary project to connect with the homeless in Camden, and her 
visit to Barcelona for an international conference on Community Currency (report to follow). Her stay
at a youth hostel called Mango Tango had given her the idea of an Open House, with accommodation 
and support, as she has also seen done at the Manna Centre, and also Fixit Parties.  We exchanged 
experiences about fraudulent begging, selling the Big Issue, and Paul recalled the expert support he 
had received at the Big Issue office about 20 years ago, when he was being locked out of his 
accommodation, there to get rehoused.

Janos then reported that last night’s Critical Thinking meeting had been held at a 
former carpet shop being used as a Solidarity Space at 156 Kentish Town Road, 
London NW1 9QB. Owned by Sports Direct, this project opened its doors to the 
public on 12th May (or thereabouts). Mary has subsequently visited the project, 
which is managed by Camden Homeless Solidarity campaign: Camden Homeless 
Solidarity: https://www.facebook.com/camdenhomelesssolidarity/ - report in the 
Kentish Towner:  https://www.kentishtowner.co.uk/2017/05/18/happens-
squatters-occupy-abandoned-carpet-warehouse/ - 

We continued talking about housing policy.  Ashburn’s experience was in the London Borough of 
Redbridge where they have so little housing stock, that private properties are being bought by other 
boroughs. Some land is on the Greenbelt area, which is being fought over, and we look forward to 
discussing this further next time. Meanwhile, Mary is in touch with Land for What: 
http://www.landforwhat.org.uk, which meets next on 10th June 2017.  
MF/mf/170604.
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