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Report of meeting held at School of Economic Science, 11 Mandeville Place, 
London W1U 3AJ
See: Notes of ORG meeting on 26th April 2017: OpenResearchGroup-170426

Present: Janos,  Ellena, Mary (notes) 

Talking about Brexit - various comments, a TV programme about Schizophrenia
(abuse/dislocation), The Book of Air by Joe Treasure - 
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/34065052-the-book-of-air

Mary also mentions the book eGaia - to be reviewed for a future meeting. 

The main discussion topic, led by Janos Abel, was: UTOPIA FOR REALISTS -
AND HOW WE CAN GET THERE - by Rutger Bregman.  

FREE THE SPIRIT - introducing the idea of free money because it’s the
condition of your ability to survive as a human being, the means to bodily
survival shouldn’t be conditional on complying with the status quo and earning
your right to be alive - which is the psychology behind having to work before
you get any money. 

Rutger Bregman’s book is well-researched. In the epilogue he talks about the Overton Window. 
Politics with capital P - party-politics is a career system for career metrics. If politics is the art of the 
possible, you are not encouraged to consider what is not possible. The Overton Window encourages 
you to think about what is not possible. 

The demand is for free money to end poverty overnight. The book documents dozens of experiments 
in the past 50 years which demonstrate that free money allows people to escape from poverty but 
enhances their sense of responsibility about the use of money. Without free money people are 
restricting their use of money to the immediate needs, their bandwidth is restricted. If they have the 
security of regular money they are more creative. 

Two near-successes in introducing unconditional basic income were described, one in the US, 
Johnson’s “great society” included basic income for the populace. The next president, Nixon, was 
fully sold on the idea, and wanted to introduce it, but at the last minute a researcher looked into the 
evidence and reported that divorce rates had gone up to 70% after the introduction of basic income, 
and on the basis of that they rejected - later it came to light that it was a badly conducted review, the 
divorce rates had not risen dramatically and when it happened the evidence was that it was a healthy 
step for the women involved. Another 

case was the Speenhamland in the UK, where in order to replace the workhouse system, they 
introduced basic income, around the 1834 when there was serious lobbying for universal franchise 
etc. On the evidence of that experiment one of the recent governments 150 years later, was going to 
introduce unconditional basic income and on the eve of that in 1969 a poor report of the 
Speenhamland experiment scuppered the plan. 
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We are in a state of war of ideals and ideologies. The story of the Gordian Knot is a legend of 
Phrygian Gordium associated with Alexander the Great. It is often used as a metaphor for an 
intractable problem (disentangling an "impossible" knot) solved easily by loophole or "thinking 
outside the box" ("cutting the Gordian knot"): 

What we need to do is to identify the enemy. The Parliamentary Commission in January 2017 did not 
seem to be able to identify the enemy. We need to face the oppressor. Eg we are in a prison camp and 
we are organising ourselves to make ourselves comfortable, but are not confronting the authorities of 
the prison guards to hold us there. So who is it that is likely to block the proposal for UBI? It’s a class 
war. 

Labour Party policy is to reduce the difference in companies between the highest and lowest pay from
1:300 to 1:20 ratio - we can have a ceiling or have supertax, ref Harold Wilson 90% - but we 
wondered if it’s was the gazillion bonuses, because of the need to multiply the level of payment in 
order to provide a net rise. Instead of investing in trading of debt, we should invest in positive things, 
e.g. Land, Labour, Capital. What is the answer? 

UBI is being discussed in various context e.g. an RSA event on Thursday 4th May led by Anthony 
Painter: https://www.thersa.org/ events/2017/05/rsa-salon-universal-basic-income,  and Guy 
Standing’s lecture at the LSE on Monday 8th May.

Janos also mentioned: Lucifer’s Banker - whistleblower, USA, the story of how Bradley C Birkenfeld 
was imprisoned for divulging confidential banker: https://lucifersbanker.com/  

Janos has found another review of Utopia: 

http://globaltable.org.uk/wp/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Utopia-Review-A4.pdf      
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