
Social Change Forums
Conscious Evolution for the 21st Century

“With Humankind a species has appeared in evolution that can
influence its own future. This is conscious evolution.”

Integrative matrix diagram: These labels are not fixed. Subjects can be grouped 
differently depending on what is being investigated. In fact, the labels could designate different 
projects, or the members of a team.  The dates, also, are illustrative. The essential intent is to 
convey the interrelatedness of the sectors regardless of what the labels are.

SocialChange-A4.odt 1 of 4 14-Oct-17

March
7, 14, 21, 28

January
3, 10, 17, 24,  31

August
2, 9, 16, 23, 30

June
6, 13, 20, 27

September
6, 13, 20, 27

April
4, 11, 18, 25

November
1, 8, 15, 22, 29

May
2, 9, 16, 23, 30

Octoberber
4, 11, 18, 25

December
6, 13, 20, 27

February
7t, 14, 21, 28

July
5, 12, 19, 26

Esoterics
(Inner worlds)

Social
development

Self
development

HealthFaiths

Arts

Science

Psychology

EconomicsPhilosophy

Politics

Education



Epistemology: Theory of the method or grounds of knowledge
A holistic philosophy requires a holistic theory of knowledge. 
A theorem of holistic knowledge: Any subject is a composite of all other subjects. 
The symbol below illustrates this.

Every element indicates an important field of 
interest. The sectors extend into infinity both 
outwards and inwards. The circle and the lines 
show that the mind must have boundaries when 
it is dealing with subjects.

The centre is empty to indicate that the subjects

• deposit their specialized data which then is 
available as a resource to all the disciplines;

• converge and fuse into a composite whole.

Another idea behind these forums is to evolve a 
new kind of learning institution in the form of 
future-evolution oriented places of learning with 
faculties sharing a ‘round table’.

Synthesis
• If reality is a seamless whole, all subjects are intimately connected so that no one branch of 
investigation can proceed separately from all others. The study/ discussion events of the 
Forums promote efforts to train the mind to see fields of knowledge as integral parts of one 
interrelated whole. 
• Experts are welcomed but everyone is encouraged to develop and hold informed and 
considered views on others’ expertise. A friendly approach to learning is encouraged for the 
love of a subject, not necessarily for academic benefit or career advancement. 
• According to the holistic view of knowledge any subject is a composite of all other subjects.

Knowledge without action is sterile; but action without knowledge is blind.
Knowledge of spiritual matters is also sterile unless it is expressed through action in the world. The full 
expression of love—love in action—is also required with its power to transform the world. The challenge 
to people of goodwill is to perceive the opportunities in the crisis facing humankind. 

A prerequisite for meeting this challenge is the transforming, consciously, of goodwill into will-to-good. 
The world does face a mega-crisis of resource shortage, overpopulation, pollution, alienation and crime, 
confusion, fear of the future, disconnection with the past. All these problems may herald a catastrophe 
but they can also lead to a glorious new future.

Human evolution is at a crossroads as evolution itself had often been at crossroads in the past. But this 
time we are responsible for the outcome. It is true that we have not done very well so far but we can do a
lot better as implied by our obvious power to change our environment for better or worse.

As appropriate ways of knowing are essential to guide appropriate action, it is proposed to somehow 
develop an Institute of Holistic Knowledge or Holistics. Some basic ideas towards this appear at the 
front and back pages of this draft prospectus. Please read them and if interested, help to refine and 
develop them. The weekly forums are intended to be part of this effort and the subjects are treated as 
interdependent aspects of the whole which is “more than the sum of the parts”.

SocialChange-A4.odt 2 of 4 14-Oct-17

Economics  

Faiths  

Education . 

Politics  Psychology  

Arts  

Esoterics  Symbiosophy  

Biosophy  

Philosophy  

Science  

Health  



Holism as a philosophy is expounded fully in a remarkable book Holism and Evolution by General Jan C 
Smuts written in 1926 (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holism#Synopsis_of_Holism_and_Evolution). 

An article in Encyclopaedia Britannica (1990s) summarises the philosophy of Holism in contrast to the 
opposing philosophy of Atomism. A recent book The Fifth Discipline- Art and Practice of the Learning 
Organization  by Peter M Senge on systems thinking in a managerial context, is also a good source of 
ideas about knowledge as a wholistic enterprise. Holism, on the whole, tends to suffer the disregard of 
the academic world. The term is impishly mis-pronounced as “woolism”. The real problem is that while 
the idea is sound, it is difficult to make it sufficiently rigorous to satisfy the standards which analytic and 
compartmentalized thought can easily achieve.

What is Holistic Thought?

Dealing with wholes requires specific methodologies. The kinds of methods required emerge from the 
qualities natural to whole systems. General Systems Theory and the Systems Sciences mark mans 
developing ability to study phenomena in a holistic way.

One of the components within the holistic theory of knowledge is the holistic knowledge base—another 
way of referring to knowledge as a holistic enterprise. Its representation is the mandala on the front 
cover of this program. The limitations of such a simplified illustration can be overcome by the mind’s 
ability to transform the flat image into a solid with twelve “corners”—an icosahedron.

The subjects are not separate entities but facets of an intuited whole. The twelve-ness, though arbitrary, 
is the result of a useful convention. Twelve subject facets give an enumeration where the classes are not
meaninglessly general and not too numerous to clutter the representation with unnecessary detail. 
Resolution of finer details can be easily achieved by subdividing the facets and/or combining separate 
facets or their sub-divisions.

The mandala also represents ‘faculties’ of a new type of learning circle. The vision is to attract for every 
facet a group of enthusiast-specialists—ideally twelve for each facet—in love with chosen fields of study 
and life application.

---------------------

A map of the world that does not include Utopia is not worth even glancing at, for it leaves out the one 
country at which Humanity is always landing. And when Humanity lands there, it looks out, and, seeing a
better country, sets sail. Progress [ – Conscious Evolution – ] is the realization of Utopia. Oscar Wilde.

A Draft Curriculum

This has been drawn up to illustrate the proposed methodology to aid the development of a 
wholistic mind set over a number of months.

A calendar indicates that each subject runs for one week in every quarter; so in one year the 
subjects are visited four times. However, the concept is that the weeks in the repeating quarters 
form a kind of four level staircase. On each higher turn, the background awareness that the 
specific subject is just an aspect of the holistic knowledge-base1 is strengthened.

This strengthened awareness is intended to be facilitated by the thirteenth week of each quarter
being directed at the special concept of synthesis. In a 12 page draft curriculum a year's 
program is presented. The texts currently are markers to be replaced or expanded in due 
course by fuller summaries of the subject.

The 13th page – Synthesis – is visited on the 13th week of each quarter. During that week 
individual subjects will be considered as facets of a higher level composite.

1 Within the “twelve-fold” knowledge-base subjects maybe seen to clump into lesser grouping through some internal 
affinity”.
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Applying Holistic Thought

Philosophers and scientists have recognised the need for this approach. The study of whole 
systems has been developing during the second half of the century under such headings as 
general systems theory and systems sciences. Interdisciplinary research, cybernetics, 
operations research, systems analysis, are all disciplines engaged in understanding problems in
a holistic way.

One scientist, a systems analyst, grapples with this difficult but essential task: ...everything in 
the universe is connected to everything else... and if each relation helps to determine the nature
of the thing that is related, then everything is what it is because everything else is what it is. 
This is perhaps rather confusing, and sounds metaphysical. But the resulting thought is 
important: the totality of what exists is an integrated system, and anything split off from the 
totality and considered separately is incomplete. In practice, we have to split things off and 
consider them separately, but we shall have to be extremely careful how we do it.

We cannot bring everything into consideration and somehow must determine the boundaries of 
the problem in hand. Again, in practice, the scientist needs to enlarge the scope of her study in
every dimension until the factors she is bringing in seem to make no tangible difference to the 
answers she is getting. At the very least, this process is going to take her outside the apparent 
problem area by one step in every direction. (Stafford Beer, Decision and Control, 1996)

Synthesis

Under this heading attention is paid to all subjects together to develop an intuitive grasp of the 
interrelatedness of the facets forming the holistic knowledge base.

Synthesis—building up of separated elements a connected whole—is an important objective. 
Our world needs all the help it can get from understanding if it is to remain a viable home for us. 
The problems facing humanity are part of one single, complex problem-space. Any one problem
is caused by all others. To solve one, the others must also be solved at the same time. This can 
be done among a comprehensive network of integrative thinkers—people of good-will animated 
by the energy of will-to-good.

A holistic movement in scientific theory arose from the need for a more holistic method of 
investigation in biology. Methods have been developed within General Systems Theory 
established by the biologist, Ludvig von Bertalanfy in the 1940s. The adaptation and application 
of these methods to define and eliminate the problems that beset humanity is waiting for a 
network of co-operating universal thinkers.

The biggest danger to a civilization is the corruption of its philosophy and the devaluation of the
role of ideas in the public mind.

Culture, civilisation, the quality of private and social life, the values we embrace; all this is 
expressed in practical ways through the institutions we build in society. And the human 
aspirations that give purpose to these institutions are, in the final analysis, the result of the 
dominant philosophy in society.

“If I thought [about my] future I dreamt of one day of founding a school in which ... people could
learn without boredom, and would be stimulated to pose problems and discuss them; a school 
in which no unwanted answers to unasked questions would have to be listened to; in which 
one did not study for the sake of passing examinations.” Karl Popper

Paper by Janos Abel <goodworld@email.com>. Meetings for team members: to be announced. 

A web based interactive version of this project is at http://goodworld.lightnet.co.uk/forums.htm
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