•
peer participation, inclusion and cooperation
•
equal access, free and fair standards, and transparency
•
social creativity and innovation, mutual benefit and long-term sustainability.
POINTS OF ENTRY

Using the metaphor of an elevator, the approaches and the engagements through the 12 experimental days moved up and down through many levels of understanding reality and through a range of ways of recognising those other levels with which any might be less familiar.

POINTS OF CONTINUITY

www.schoolofcommoning.com/content/what-role-commons-economy 
Continuity in this process of discernment and application is being shaped in a ‘Commons Knowledge Garden’ tended by the ‘Commons Arising’ participants in viral mutuality; serviced by the London based ‘School of Commoning.’  
Further forms of continuity lie with …….

#  the weekly London Global Table on Inclusive Justice
#  the ‘New Economics Foundation’

#  the ‘Synthesis’ and ‘IPPR’ Think Tanks
#  the Civil Society Forum

#  the Inclusive community of St James Piccadilly

#  the Coalition for Economic justice

#  the Henry George Foundation
#  the Hub Westminster

RESOURCES

www.schoolofcommoning.com/content/what-role-commons-economy 

GLOSSARY http://www.schoolofcommoning.com/content/commons-glossary-0


ENQUIRIES
george@schoolofcommoning.com or
anna@schoolofcommoning.com or

peterchallen@gmail.com
THE ESSENCE OF THE INCLUSIVE COMMONS 
as explored at
THE LONDON BASED QUILLGAN SEMINARS 
May 13, 2012
12 seminars with James B Quilligan in search of
the understanding and reinstatement of the Commons
[image: image1.jpg]7 May
Democratising
the Global
Political

17" May Commans

Convergence
Working Group

16" May

The Commons.
and New Era
Economics.

10" May
Financial Innovation
and the Commons

11" May
Property,
Value and

13" May Commons.

Covenant

Inclusive

Commons




  James B Quilligan - Philosopher and Development Economist - speaks on behalf of the Global Commons Trust [globalcommonstrust.org/] of a common theory of value, integrally rooted in both spirit and matter - found in philosophy, anthropology,  linguistics, communication, organisational behaviour, in technology, history, culture, environmentalism, economics, law and political theory - to explore and expose many of the leading myopic extant presuppositions in our present systems, heading for decline.
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 WHY COMMONS AND COMMONING?

12 reasons the Commons are gaining importance in 2012
1. The Commons is essential to our Health, Security & Survival

2. Discovery of the Commons signals a shift from “Me” to “We” in modern society

3. The Commons is not an abstract theory, but rather an Organic Organizing Principle of Human Civilization

4. The Commons faces more threat than ever

5. A new Commons Movement is emerging to create a brighter future for everyone

6. The Commons offers practical solutions to daunting Economic, Environmental and Social challenges

7. The Commons is not just history; it is central to our lives today

8. The Commons is no longer seen as a tragedy

9. The Commons is not a new name for Communism or government control

10. The Commons is a key ingredient to Human Happiness

11. Commoning will be a hopeful new trend

12. The Commons needs our help. Here’s what you can do.

Start by noticing the commons all around you. This includes valuable assets we all need like ambulance services and the protection of watersheds. It also means recognising the way people work together for the common good, such as Wikipedia or volunteer community groups.

The next step is to start talking about all that we share and how we share it. From there, it becomes natural to claim the commons, challenging threats to the common good in your community and around the world. After that you’re ready to strengthen, reclaim and expand the commons in many capacities as a neighbour, a citizen, an activist, a voter, parent, artist or social entrepreneur.
THE ESSENCE OF THE COMMONS
Concern for the reinstatement of the Commons………..

1. acknowledges that all life is gift

2. responds to both natural cycles and human creativity

3. enhances and economy of inclusive replenishment

4. reinforces that real wealth is life itself

DEFINING THE COMMONS

What are the Commons?
The commons are our shared wealth without which people cannot survive and thrive. This wealth comprises common goods which we have inherited or created, are entitled to use, and are obliged to restore and pass on to our children. What are some examples of common goods?

•
Social, Cultural & Intellectual – indigenous culture and traditions, community support systems, neighbourhoods, social connectedness, voluntary associations, labour relations, women and children's rights, family life, health, education, sacredness, religions, ethnicity, racial values, recreation, silence, creative works, languages, words, numbers, symbols, holidays, calendars, stores of human knowledge and wisdom, scientific knowledge, ethno-botanical knowledge, ideas, intellectual property, data, information, communication flows, airwaves, internet, free culture, sports, games, playgrounds, roads, streets, sidewalks, plazas, public spaces, national parks, historical sites, museums, libraries, universities, music, dance, arts, crafts, money, purchasing power.

•
Solar, Natural & Genetic – solar energy, wind energy, tides, water power, oceans, lakes, springs, streams, beaches, fisheries, agriculture, forests, wetlands, ecosystems, watersheds, aquifers, land, pastures, parks, gardens, plants, seeds, algae, topsoil, food crops, photosynthesis, pollination, DNA, life forms and species, living creatures.

•
Material – the elements, rocks, minerals, hydrocarbons, technological hardware, buildings, inorganic energy, atmosphere, ozone layer, stratosphere
What is the interrelationship among these various commons? The vital link is that all are necessary for our
•
sustenance and livelihood
•
individual expression and purpose
•
social cohesion, quality of life and well-being

What distinguishes common goods from private and public goods?
•
private goods are produced and sold by businesses to consumers
•
public goods are regulated by governments for their citizens
•
common goods are preserved or produced for the use of everyone

Why are common goods unique? Unlike private and public goods, common goods involve………………….

We need to acknowledge that a commons for the Commons was (born on 18th), it has project teams, a Commons Working Group (born on the 17th) and a Commons Rising ecosystem comprised of:

· Commons Rising community platform on Ning
· Commons Rising wiki
· Commons Rising e-book (in production)
· Commons Rising films (in production)
· Commons Rising debategraph (in production)
· Knowledge Garden of the School of Commoning
· a YouTube channel ( School of Commoning)
· a Facebook page (School of Commoning)
· a Twitter account (School of Commoning)
· Livestreaming channel (School of Commoning)






